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With the deepening of economic globalization, vertical specialization has been 
expanded to more fields. A large number of multinational corporations are attracted to 
fix some of their manufacturing processes in China, which place enormous and 
far-reaching impact on China's manufacturing industry. 
In this paper, vertical specialization ratio(VSS) is calculated in the method 
provided by Hummels(2001) as an assessment of the extent to which China's 
manufacturing industry is vertically specialized. Generally, China's VSS showed an 
upward trend, and VSS of machinery and equipment manufacturing industries trend to 
be higher while those of apparel, textile and other labor-intensive manufacturing 
industries are lower. Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA), TC (Trade 
Competitiveness) indexes indicate that international competitiveness of China's 
manufacturing industry is enhanced, but most industries with strong competitiveness 
are related to intensive labor input. That is to say, both vertical specialization and 
industrial international competitiveness have observable element-intensive 
characteristics. 
Focus of this paper is the impact of vertical specialization on the international 
competitiveness of manufacturing industry in China and the element features of such 
impact. Vertical specialization could influence competitiveness directly through 
fulfilling comparative advantages and achieving economies of scale and indirectly 
through capital, technology, human capital and other production factors, market 
competition, related industries, policy environment-all of which will put influence on 
international competitiveness. Empirical analysis reveals that enhancement of vertical 
specialization may improve the international competitiveness of manufacturing 
industry in China, however, such effect is strongly characterised by element 
intensiveness. Effect in capital- and technology-intensive industries seems stronger 
and has a growing trend, while that in labor-intensive industries is weaker and still 













As labor comparative advantage has become more and more unreliable, 
manufacturing industry of China should pay more attention to technology and capital 
to keep growing. Chinese manufacturing enterprises must keep pace with the vertical 
specialization trend in international production. To enhance their competitiveness in 
the world market and in the long run, capital-and technology-intensive industries 
should be put in high priority and vigorously developed, especially 
technology-intensive industries, because technology is the most effective element in 
upgrading an industry.  
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第一节  选题的背景与意义 
在 20 世纪里，国际贸易在世界经济和各个经济体中的地位急剧上升，己成
为这个时代经济全球化 显著的特征之一。Feenstra(1998)指出，1970 年至 1990
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